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VY naniil qucepTamiitHiii poOOTI MPeICTaBIEHO KOMIUIEKCHUI MOPIBHAJIBHUAN
aHami3 TpaHchopmallli 30BHINTHBOMOMITUYHOI B3aeMOJIi YKpaiHu 3 KpaiHaMu
Bumierpancekoi uetBipku (Ilombiiero, Yexiero, CroBau4MHOIO Ta YTOPIIUHOIO) Y
nepiog 2014-2025 pokiB. B4 po3risiaerbes sk MaiJaHuUK 1JI IPUUHATTS PlllICHb
Ha Mexi €C 1 HATO, ne Gesneka, eHepreTuka, €KOHOMIKA 1 BHYTPIIIHS MOJITHKA
MOCTIHHO 3MaraloThCsl 3a MEpIICTh. B Takux ymoBax jgomomora YKpaiHl He
3BOJIMTHCS J0 JEKJIapalliii, a cTa€e HAOOpOM 1IHCTPYMEHTIB, PECYPCiB 1 IPOILEAYP, 1110
MalTh KOHKPETHY IIIHY JUIs KpaiH-ydacHWIlb. BigTak BaXJIMBO HE JIMIIE
3adikcyBaTH, XTO MIATPUMYBaB YKpaiHy aKTUBHIILIE, a W MOSICHUTH, YOMY OJHI
ypsinu Oyyiu roToBi OpaTu Ha cebe BHUCOKOPU3MKOBI PIIICHHS, a 1HIN MparHyJju
OOMEKUTH ydacTb a00 nepeBecTH 1i y By3bKi (hopmaTu. JlocmimxeHHs: GOKyCyeThCs
Ha TOMY, SIK TpUBaja POCIMChKa arpecis cTaja BU3HAYaJIbHUM YHHHHUKOM 3MIHU
6e3mnexkoBoro cepenopuiia B [{enTpanbHo-CxinHil €Bporri, 3MyCHBIITN PET10HATBHI
dopmarn cmiBIpami €BOJIOLIOHYBAaTH BiJ I1HCTPYMEHTIB KOOpAMHALIi [0
CaMOCTIHHUX CyO’€KTIB TOJITUYHOTO BIUIMBY. AKTYaJbHICTH TEMH 3yMOBJICHA
HEOOXITHICTIO TJIMOOKOTO PO3YMIHHS BHYTPIIIHROI JuHaMiku Bumerpaachkoi
rpynu, € Mopydy 13 MpUKIagaMu Oe3MpereeHTHOI COMIIapHOCTI MPOSBIISIOTHCS
CYTT€B1 CTpaTeriuHi pPO3ODKHOCTI IMIOAO CAHKIMHOI TOJITUKH Ta BIMCHKOBOI
nonomoru Kuesy.

Teopetuko-mMeronosnoriyHa 0a3za JOCHIKEHHS TIPYHTYETbCA HAa CHHTE31
CUCTEMHOTO, CTPYKTYpHO-(YHKIIIOHAJTFHOTO Ta TMOPIBHSJIBHOTO  IIJIXOJIIB.

Buiierpasicbka rpyna po3riisila€ThCsl SIK THy4YKa cyOperioHajibHa MiJCUCTEMA B



mexxax €C 1 HATO, uus AisbHICTD BH3HAYAETHCSA BIJICYTHICTIO JKOPCTKOI
IHCTUTYIIIOHAJI3a1lii Ta KOHCEHCYCHUM XapaKTepOM MPUHHSATTS pilieHb. Y poOoTi
3aCTOCOBAHO KOHIIEMIIII HEOpeai3My Ta CTPYKTYPHOTO KOH(IIIKTY ISl HOSICHEHHS
TOT0, YOMY KpaiHU OJTHOTO PET10HY IEMOHCTPYIOTh aCHMETPHUYHI peakilii Ha CIiIbHI
OC3MEeKOBl BUKJIMKUA. TakWi MiAXiJg J03BOJSE BUUTH 3a MEXI CyTO OIMCOBOTO
BUKJIAAy MO 1 chopMyBaTH TMOSICHIOBAJIbHY MOJCNIH 30BHIIIHBOIOIITHYHOT
MOBEIIHKH KPaiH y KPU30BUX YMOBaX.

VY mexax aHajizy moYaTKOBOIO €Tally pocCiiChKOo-yKpaiHchbkoi BiitHU (2014-
2015 pp.) mocnimxyeTbecsi GOpMyBaHHS MIEPBUHHUX peakiiil kpaiH B4 Ha aHekciio
Kpumy Ta necrabimizamiro Cxomy Ykpainu. AHaii3 mokasye, 110 B Il mepioj
Bumerpasicbka 4eTBipka BUCTyIala HOPMAaTUBHUM aBaHrapioM y ctpykrypax €C,
HNIATPUMYIOUHM €BPOIHTETpallliHUN Kypc YKpaiHu Ta BIPOBAIKEHHS CUCTEMHUX
BHYTpIIIHIX pedopM. PazoMm 13 TuM, yxke ToJl Oyso 3adiKCOBaHO MEPIi O3HAKH
BHYTPIIIHBOI AU epeHIfialii, TOB’ sI3aH1 3 PI3HUM PIBHEM €HEPTETHYHOI 3aJI€KHOCTI
KpaiH perioHy Big P® Ta BIIMIHHHUMH 1HTEPHpPETALISIMU 3arpo3 HallOHAIbHIN
oe3nerti.

OcobmuBa yBara B po0OOTI mOpuauUieHa TpaHchopMmalisaM  Micis
MOBHOMACIITAOHOTO BTOprHEHHS 2022 poKy, 10 CIPUYUHWIO SIKICHY O€3MEKOBY
TpaHchopMmarllito periony. Y JOCHIKEHHI JeTalbHO aHANI3ye€ThCs KpHU3a
perioHanbHO1 couiapHocTi, Ae Ilompmia Ta Yexis 3alHsUIM MO3MINT JiJEPiB
HNIATPUMKN YKpaiHH, T K YTOpIIMHA 00pana MOEIb «IparMaTU3MYy», 10 4acTo
BXOJUTh y CYMNEPEYHICTh 13 3araJlbHOEBPONEHCHKUM KypcoM. Po3rmsgaroThcs
IYMaHITApHUN Ta BIMCHKOBO-TEXHIYHUN BUMIPU JJOTIOMOT'H, a TAKOXK POJib Kpain B4
y dopmyBanHi cximHoro ¢uanry HATO Ta peasmizarii CaHKI[IHHOTO THUCKY Ha
arpecopa. Y jgucepTallii Tak0X pPO3KPUBAIOTHCS OCOOJMBOCTI 3aCTOCYBAaHHS
IHCTPYMEHTIB «M’SIKOi CHJIM» y BIAHOCHMHAX MiX YKpaiHoio Ta Bumierpancbkoro
rpynoto. Haronouryerbcesi, o CHijibHUNA ICTOPUYHUM JTOCBIJI TOCTKOMYHICTHYHOT
TpaHchopmallii CTBOPIOE HOPMATUBHY OCHOBY JUIsl COJIIITAPHOCTI, MPOTE 1ICTOpUYHA
nam’siTh Ta MIrpaliifHl MpolecH MOXYTh CTaBaTH (paKToOpaMu MOJITUYHOT

HaIpyKEHOCTI. AHaJII3yE€ThCSl BIUIMB BHYTPIITHBOIMOIITUYHUX 3MiH y KpaiHax B4,



30KpeMa MOCHUJICHHS MOMYIICTCHbKUX TEHEHIIIN Ta €BPOCKENITUYHNX HApaTHUBIB, Ha
CTaOlIBHICTh IXHBOTO 30BHIIIHBOMOIITUYHOTO KypCy 1010 Y KpaiHu.

KirouoBa 3MicToBa paMka poOOTH IOJISATaE B TOMY, IO BiffHA 3MIHHJIA CaMy
npuUpoTy criBIpali Ykpainu 3 kpaiHamu B4, a came 3 moCTymoBoi IUIMIIOMaTHYHOT
B3a€MO/I1i BOHA MEPETBOPUIIACS Ha TOJIITUKY YIIPaBIiHHS pU3UKaMU, pecypcaMu Ta
CTIUKICTIO. Y 1bOMY KOHTEKCTI MOKa3aHO, SK Ha MEpIIOMYy IUIaHl OMUHWIMCS
MUTaHHSA OOOPOHHOTO IUIAHYBAaHHS, CAHKIIIMHOI MUCIUILUTIHK, €HEPreTHYHOI
Oe3reKku, JIOTICTUKU JOMOMOTH 1 TryMaHiTapHoi iHdpacTpykrypu. Iliarpumka
VYKpaiHu CbhOrOJHI HOCUThH BIMCHKOBHUH, (pIHAHCOBUM, T'YMaHITApHUM, MOJITHUKO-
JTUTUUIOMAaTUYHUHN, @ TAKOXK IHCTUTYIIHHUN XapakTep yepe3 mexaHizmu €C 1 HATO.
Taka 6araToOBUMIpPHICTH JAa€ 3MOTYy MOOAUUTH BIAMIHHICTH y MIATPUMIN YKpaiHU
KpaiHamu Bumerpaacekoi rpymnm.

3HayHa yBara B po0OTI MPUAUISETbCS aHaNi3y CaHKI[IHHO-EHEPreTUYHOI
CKJIQJIOBOI, SIKMI PO3TJISIAETHCS SIK OCHOBHUUM YMHHUK PO3ODKHOCTEM y Mexax
Buiierpancbkoi 4EeTBIPKM Ta KpHUTEpId CTIMKOCTI pPEriOHANbHOI  €QHOCTI.
Enepretrika B 1IbOMy KOHTEKCTI BHCTyNa€ CTPYKTYpHHUM oOMexyBaueM. Bona
BHU3HAYa€ MEX1 30BHINIHBOMOIITUYHOTO MAaHEBPY B THX BHUIIAJIKaX, A€ MOJITUYHA
MIATPUMKA YKpaiHU CTUKAETHCS 3 PU3UKAMH JJISi €HEPromoCTayaHHs, I[IHOBOIO
CTaOUIBHICTIO Ta 3arpo30l0 BHYTPIIIHBOI COIlabHOI Hampyru. B caHKiiHMX
JUCKYCIIX BH3HAYaJIbHUMM € He juile oQIliiHl 3adBU, a i TakTUKa KpaiH —
BHUCYBaHHs CleU(PIYHUX YMOB, OOpOThOa 32 BUKIIOYEHHS OKPEMHX MO3UIN 3
3araJlbHUX TPaBWJI Ta BUKOPUCTAHHS IHCTUTYHIMHUX TPOUEAYp IS 3aXUCTY
HaIllOHATBHUX EKOHOMIYHUX MpPIOPUTETIB. Y Takid JIOTI CHUIbHI €BpONEHCHKI
MEXaHI3MH CTalOTh TMPOCTOPOM JUIsl CKJIAJHUX TIEPETOBOPIB, JI€ EKOHOMIYHI
MOKa3HUKH BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTHCS SIK IHCTPYMEHTH 30BHIIIHBOI MOMITHKH. OKpeMo
aHAMI3YEThCS TE, SK YPSAIOBI HApaTUBU MPO «3aXUCT JAOOPOOYTYy TpOMaJsIH» YU
«CHEPTeTUYHY HE3JIeKHICTh» CTalOTh 3acO00M  JIeriTUMallll CTPUMAHOTO
MOJIITUYHOTO Kypcy nepen BuOopusMu. Lle 103Bossie MOSACHUTH, YOMY HaBITh 3a
yMOBH JekinapaTuBHOi eaHocti B €C peanbHi mo3uiii kpaiH B4 cyrtreBo

BIJIPI3HSAIOTHCS, @ pEeriOHalIbHA KOOPAWHAIlISI BTpaya€ CUCTEMHICTh. TakuM YHHOM,



CaHKIIHHO-EHEPreTUUHUN BUMIpP CIYTYy€ KIIOUOBUM MEXAHI3MOM [JIsl MOSICHEHHS
nudepenmianii crpareriii Kpain Bumierpaacskoro perioHy.

Oxpemuii (hokyc COpsIMOBAHO Ha aHaII3 MO3ULII YTOPUIMHU SIK MPUKIATY
TOTO, SIK TTO€THAHHS BHYTPIIIHBOMIOMITHYHUX YNHHUKIB, CHEPTETUYHOI 3aJI€KHOCTI
Ta npoueaypHux ocobmuBoctert €C popmye crienudiuny NiHIIO MOA0 YKpaiHU.
Taka rmoBeniHKa Ma€ CUCTEMHHM XapakTep, TOOTO o(irfiiiHa y4acTh y €BPOIEHCHKUX
IHCTUTYIISAX TOETHYEThCS 3 HaMaraHHsAM 30€perTd TMpoCTip MJIsi MaHEBpY,
3MEHIIUTH TIOTEHIIHI PU3UKKA Ta KOHTPOJIIOBATH €KOHOMIUHI HACHIAKU
MOJIITUHYHUX KPOKIB. IIpy 1bOMYy YropchbKuil KeiC pO3IIISIaEThCsl HE SIK OKPEMHI
BUIAJO0K, a SIK YMHHHUK, 110 OE3MOCEpPEeNHbO BIJIMBAE HA 3arajbHy pErioHalbHY
B3aemoiit0. Lle mpu3BOaUTE 10 3aroCTpeHHs MyOJIIYHUX PO301KHOCTEH BCepeIuH1
Ipyld, YCKIagHIO€ (OpPMYyBaHHS CHUIBHMX 3a8B Ta 3MIHIOE CIPUUHATTA
Buiierpasicbkoi 4eTBIpKH SIK €IMHOTO TOJITUYHOTO Cy0’€KTa Ha MIXKHAPOIHIM
apeHl. YTOPChbKUN BEKTOP CTA€ OJHUM 13 KIFOUOBHUX €JIEMEHTIB, sIKI 3yMOBIIOIOTh
TpaHcdopmallito Ta neBHy ¢pparmenraiito popmary B4.

AHami3 pe3ynbpTaTiB JOCHIIKEHHS Ja€ TMiJICTaBH JIJIi BHUCHOBKIB TIPO
GbyHKLI0HATBHY TpaHchopMmallito Bumerpaacekoro ¢popmary, SKuii Ha Cy4acHOMY
eTani MepeuIlnoB 0 MOJeNl KOHCYJbTallIiHOI TIaThopMu 3 0OMEKEHUM pPIBHEM
MOJIITUYHOT KoopauHaiii. Y 3B’A3Ky 3 I[UM OOIPYHTOBYETHCS JOIIBHICTh
v epeHI1H0BaHOTO MIAX01Y Y KpaiHU 10 KOXKHOI 3 KpaiH «UETBIPKU», 110 JO3BOJISIE
MIHIMI3yBaTl BIUIMB BHYTPIMIHIX KPU3 I[LOTO OO’€HaHHS Ha JABOCTOPOHHI
BiiHOCUHU. [IpakTHyHaA 3HAYYHIICTh pOOOTH Mojsrae y ¢hopMyBaHHI CUCTEMHOIO
OadeHHs TOTO, SIK IOILJILHO BUOYIOBYBAaTH B3a€MO/IiI0 3 kKpaiHamMu B4 y cepenHbo-
Ta JIOBTOCTPOKOBIM TEPCHEKTHUBI, HE TOKIAJAI0YNCh HA 3acTapiii ysSBICHHS.
ChiBopatsi Opu LBOMY PO3TISIAETHCS SK TMOEJHAHHS CHIIBHUX I1HTEPECIB Ta
00’ €eKTUBHUX OOMEXEHb, 110 MOTPEOYIOTh THYYKHUX 1HCTPYMEHTIB.

EdexkTuBHa cmiBopais 3aleXHTh BlJ PO3YMIHHS pEalbHUX MOTHBIB
MapTHEPIB Ta 3aTHOCTI MEPETBOPUTH MOJIITUYHI 3aIBU HAa KOHKPETHI MEXaHI3MHU:
CHUIbHY O€3MeKy, MPOEKTH BiAOYJOBU, €HEPreTHUHY CTIMKICTh Ta 1HCTHUTYIlIiHE

30JIMKEHHS. Hi,ﬂKpﬁCJIIOCTBCSI, 10 pCFiOHaJIBHa A0IIoOMOra aa€ pe3ylibTar JIHIIC



TOJI1, KOJIM BOHA MIJKPIIUIEHA pecypcaMu Ta YITKUM PO3IMOALTIOM 000B’SI3KIB, a HE
3aJUINAETHCS Ha PIBHI 3araJibHUX raceil. JlocHmiyKeHHs NpOMOHYE aHAIITUYHY
MOJIeJIb, SIKa J03BOJISIE CIPUIMATH PErioHabHI IIPOLeCH HE K Ha0lp BUIAJIKOBHX
MO3MIIiH, a SIK JIOT1YHY CUCTEMY MPHYMH Ta HACHIJKIB, II0 TPaHC(HOPMYIOThCA Mif
BIUIMBOM BiiiHU. HaBegeHi pe3ynbraTd MOXYTh OyTH BHKOPHCTaHI IS
BJIOCKOHAQJICHHS CTpaTerii cmiBmpami B Mexax QopmartiB  «B4+Ykpainay,
[rimiatusu Tpumop’st Ta B mpoliecax MOBOEHHOT PEKOHCTPYKIII.

KurouoBi cioBa: Ykpaina, Pocis, Bumerpancoka rpymna, [lonsiia, Yecbka
PecnyOnika, CnoBainpka PecnyOmika, Yropmmna, [lentpansHo-CxigHa €Bpora,
€pponeiiceknii  Coro3, BHUpPOOJICGHHS TOJITUKH, €BpOIENWChKa I1HTErparis,
€BpOICHChKA JIEMOKpaTisi, pOCIHChKO-yKpaiHChKa BiliHA, TiOpuUIHAa BiliHa,

MIOPYLLICHHS IIPAB JIOINHH.

ABSTRACT

Drohoziuk M. Specifics of Ukraine’s relations with the Visegrad Group
states in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian war. — Qualifying scientific work
on the rights of manuscript.

Dissertation for the Doctor of Philosophy degree in speciality 052 — Political
Science. Yuriy Fedkovich Chernivtsi National University, Chernivtsi, 2026.

This dissertation presents a comprehensive comparative analysis of the
transformation of Ukraine's foreign policy interaction with the Visegrad Four states
(Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary) in the period of 2014-2025.
The V4 is considered as a decision-making platform at the intersection of the EU
and NATO, where security, energy, economy, and domestic politics constantly
compete for primacy. Under such conditions, assistance to Ukraine does not boil
down to declarations, but becomes a set of tools, resources, and procedures that have
a specific price for the participating states. Therefore, it is important not only to

record who supported Ukraine more actively but also to explain why some



governments were ready to take high-risk decisions, while others sought to limit
their participation or shift it into narrow formats. The research focuses on how the
prolonged Russian aggression became a determining factor in changing the security
environment in Central and Eastern Europe, forcing regional cooperation formats to
evolve from coordination tools into independent subjects of political influence. The
relevance of the topic is driven by the need for a deep understanding of the internal
dynamics of the Visegrad Group, where, alongside examples of unprecedented
solidarity, significant strategic differences manifest themselves regarding sanctions
policy and military assistance to Kyiv.

The theoretical and methodological basis of the research is grounded in the
synthesis of systemic, structural-functional, and comparative approaches. The
Visegrad Group is viewed as a flexible subregional subsystem within the EU and
NATO, whose activities are determined by the lack of rigid institutionalization and
the consensus-based nature of decision-making. The work applies the concepts of
neorealism and structural conflict to explain why states in the same region
demonstrate asymmetric reactions to common security challenges. Such an approach
allows going beyond a purely descriptive account of events and forming an
explanatory model of the foreign policy behavior of states in crisis conditions.

Within the analysis of the initial stage of the Russian-Ukrainian war (2014-
2015), the formation of the primary reactions of the V4 countries to the annexation
of Crimea and the destabilization of Eastern Ukraine is investigated. The analysis
shows that during this period, the Visegrad Four acted as a normative vanguard
within the EU structures, supporting Ukraine's European integration course and the
implementation of systemic internal reforms. At the same time, the first signs of
internal differentiation were already recorded then, associated with the different
levels of energy dependence of the region's states on the Russian Federation and
different interpretations of threats to national security.

Special attention in the work is paid to the transformations after the full-scale
invasion in 2022, which caused a qualitative security transformation of the region.

The study analyzes in detail the crisis of regional solidarity, where Poland and the



Czech Republic took the positions of leaders in supporting Ukraine, while Hungary
chose a model of "pragmatism" that often contradicts the pan-European course. The
humanitarian and military-technical dimensions of assistance are considered, as well
as the role of the V4 states in shaping NATO's eastern flank and implementing
sanctions pressure on the aggressor. The dissertation also reveals the specifics of
applying "soft power" tools in relations between Ukraine and the Visegrad Group.
It is emphasized that the shared historical experience of post-communist
transformation creates a normative basis for solidarity, but historical memory and
migration processes can become factors of political tension. The impact of domestic
political changes in the V4 countries, in particular the strengthening of populist
tendencies and Eurosceptic narratives, on the stability of their foreign policy course
towards Ukraine is analyzed.

The key substantive framework of the work lies in the fact that the war has
changed the very nature of Ukraine's cooperation with the V4 states; namely, from
gradual diplomatic interaction, it has turned into a policy of managing risks,
resources, and resilience. In this context, it is shown how the issues of defense
planning, sanctions discipline, energy security, aid logistics, and humanitarian
infrastructure have come to the fore. Support for Ukraine today has a military,
financial, humanitarian, political-diplomatic, as well as institutional character
through EU and NATO mechanisms. Such multidimensionality makes it possible to
see the difference in support for Ukraine by the V4 countries.

Significant attention in the work is paid to the analysis of the sanctions and
energy aspect, which is considered as the main factor of differences within the
Visegrad Four and a criterion for the stability of regional unity. Energy in this
context acts as a structural limiter; it determines the boundaries of foreign policy
maneuver in those cases where political support for Ukraine faces risks to energy
supply, price stability, and the threat of internal social tension. In sanctions
discussions, the determining factors are not only official statements but also the
tactics of states — putting forward specific conditions, fighting for exceptions to

general rules, and using institutional procedures to protect national economic



priorities. In such a logic, common European mechanisms become a space for
complex negotiations, where economic indicators are used as tools of foreign policy.
The way government narratives about "protecting citizens' welfare™ or "energy
independence" become a means of legitimizing a restrained political course before
voters is analyzed separately. This allows explaining why, even under the condition
of declarative unity in the EU, the real positions of the V4 states differ significantly,
and regional coordination loses its systemic nature. Thus, the sanctions-energy
dimension serves as a key mechanism for explaining the differentiation of strategies
of the Visegrad region states.

A separate focus is directed towards analyzing Hungary's position as an
example of how the combination of domestic political factors, energy dependence,
and EU procedural specifics shapes a specific line regarding Ukraine. Such behavior
has a systemic character, meaning official participation in European institutions is
combined with an attempt to maintain room for maneuver, reduce potential risks,
and control the economic consequences of political steps. At the same time, the
Hungarian case is considered not as an isolated instance, but as a factor directly
affecting overall regional interaction. This leads to the exacerbation of public
disagreements within the group, complicates the formation of joint statements, and
changes the perception of the Visegrad Four as a single political entity in the
international arena. The Hungarian vector becomes one of the key elements driving
the transformation and certain fragmentation of the V4 format.

The analysis of the research results provides grounds for conclusions about
the functional transformation of the Visegrad format, which at the current stage has
moved to the model of a consultation platform with a limited level of political
coordination. In this regard, the expediency of a differentiated approach by Ukraine
to each of the "four" states is justified, which allows minimizing the impact of the
internal crises of this association on bilateral relations. The practical significance of
the work lies in forming a systemic vision of how it is advisable to build interaction

with the V4 countries in the medium and long term, without relying on outdated



ideas. Cooperation in this case is considered as a combination of common interests
and objective limitations that require flexible tools.

Effective cooperation depends on understanding the real motives of partners
and the ability to turn political statements into concrete mechanisms: shared security,
reconstruction projects, energy resilience, and institutional rapprochement. It is
emphasized that regional assistance yields results only when it is backed by
resources and a clear division of responsibilities, rather than remaining at the level
of general slogans. The study proposes an analytical model that allows perceiving
regional processes not as a set of random positions, but as a logical system of causes
and effects transformed under the influence of the war. The presented results can be
used to improve cooperation strategies within the "V4+Ukraine™" formats, the Three
Seas Initiative, and in the processes of post-war reconstruction.

Key words: Ukraine, Russia, Visegrad Group, Poland, Czech Republic,
Slovak Republic, Hungary, Central and Eastern Europe, European Union,
policymaking, European integration, European democracy, Russian-Ukrainian watr,

hybrid warfare, human rights violations.
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