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Bnagucnas KOHAYPAH. OcobauBocTi ¢hopMyBaHHS CHUCTEM PO3CEJICHHS
Kapnarcekux obmacteit Ykpainu B cydyacHux ymoBax — Kamidikariiina HaykoBa
mpails Ha MpaBax PyKOIHCY.

Hucepramiss Ha 3100yTTS HAYKOBOTO CTymeHS mAokTtopa dinocodii 3a
cnemianbHicTiO 106 — ['eorpadis — YepHiBebKuil HalllOHAIBHUN YHIBEPCUTET IMEHI
FOpis ®enpkoBuya, MiHICTEpCTBO OCBITH 1 Hayku Ykpainu, UepHisii, 2026.

Y nuceprariii 3A11ICHEHO TEOPETUYHE y3arajJbHEHHs Ta 3alpONOHOBAHO HOBE
BUPIIIEHHS TEOPETHUYHO-HAYKOBOTO 3aBJaHHS, CIPSMOBAHOTO Ha CYCHUIbHO-
reorpadiude BUBYCHHS (GOpMyBaHHA Ta (YHKIIOHYBAaHHS CHUCTEM pPO3CEICHHS
Kapnarcekux obmnacreid YkpaiHu Ha Makpo-, perioHaIbHOMY Ta JIOKAJIbBHOMY PIBHSIX
13 ypaxyBaHHAM HachiakiB pepopm ATY Ta  genentpamsaiii, sk
CaMOOPTaHiI30BaHOTO MPOIIECY, /1€ LICHTPOM € JIOANHA Ta ii )KUTTEISIIBHICTb.

HuceprariiiHe AOCHIKEHHS BUKOHYBAJIOCS CYTOJOCHO 13 TEMaTHKOIO
HAyKOBO-JIOCHIIHOI poOotu Kadenpu reorpadii YkpaiHu Ta perioHaniCTUKH
YepHIBEILKOTO HalllOHAIBHOrO yHiBepcuTeTy iMeHl HOpis @eapkoBuua. A
pe3yJbTaTH AUCepTallii, OTpUMaH1 B paMKax kadeapanbHoi HayKOBO-OCTIIHOT TEMH
«IIpocTopoBe maHyBaHHs 1 TpaHC(pOpMaLllliHI MPOLECH PETI0HATBHOTO PO3BUTKY
Kapnaro-Iloninecbkux obnactedt Yrpainm» (2021-2025 poku; Ne0121U100332).

AKTyanbHICTh TEMAaTUKH JOCIIKCHHS OB’ s3aHa 31 3MiHAMHU B CYCILUIBHO-
reorpaiyHOMY Ta reonoJITHYHOMY KUTTI YKpainu. Pazom 13 pedpopmamu ATY Ta
JeNeHTpai3allii ycTaaeHi 38 43Ki MK MTOCEICHHSIMU MOYalld pyHHyBaTtucs. Ake
Bi10ynocs nepedopmaryBaHHs Ha piBHI TPOMaJl Ta YKPYITHEHUX aIMIHICTPaTUBHUX
palioHiB. 3HaYHA YacCTHHA IOCEJICHb BTpaTwia CcBOi (YHKIII, 0 MPU3BEIO 0
MOYaTKy pYWHIBHUX TEHACHIIIM y CHCTEMax pO3CENIEHHs, HATOMICTh PsiJ
aJIMIHICTpaTUBHUX ILIEHTPIB Tpomaa HaOyau HOBUX (YHKIIM, 110 Mpu3Bene 10
dbopmyBaHHS HOBUX a00 X MOCHWJICHHS CTapuX 3aB’S3KiB MK TIOCEJIECHHSIMHU.
AKTyanbHICTh JOCHIJDKEHHS TaKOX IOJSITa€ y BHUSABICHHI JUCIPOMOPINNA MIXK
CTPIMKOIO KOHIICHTPAIII€I0 HACENEHHS B SApax OOJACHUX CHUCTEM Ta JIErpajallicro

nepudepiitaux rpoma. [Tonryk 6amaHcy MK HUMU € KPUTHYHUAM JIJTs1 3a0€31eYeHHS



IIPOCTOPOBOI PIBHOBAru - PIBHOTO JOCTYIy TPOMAJSH /0 COLIAJBbHUX MOCIYT
MEJUIIMHY Ta OCBITH, HE3AJIC)KHO BiJl IPUPOAHUX YMOB U BIJIJIAJICHOCTI BIJI LICHTPY.
Po3poOka momeneit cramoro (yHKIIIOHYBaHHS CHCTEM pO3CEJICHHS B YMOBax
JETIONYJIAIIT Ta MITpalifHOTO HABaHTAXEHHS € HEOOXIJHOK YMOBOIO IS
COLIIaJTbHO-EKOHOMIYHOTO PO3BHUTKY perioHy. B KOHTEKCTI HOBHUX T€OMOJITHUYHUX
peaniii, cucremu posceneHHs Kapmarcekux oOmactedt  Ykpaimm HaOymu
CTPATEriYHOTO 3HAYEHHS K «T'yYMaHITapHUM Ta JOTICTHYHUMN T aepxasu. 1llo
TaKOX MPUBHOCUTH Psijl MPOOIEMHUX MOMEHTIB B YIIPaBIiHHI PO3BUTKOM PETi1OHY,
OCKUIIBKHM CTBOPIOE HABAHTAXKEHHS Ha 1HQPACTPYKTYPY Ta TEPUTOPIIO 3arajiom.

HaykoBa HOBM3HAa jgucepraifiiiHoi poOOTH TmMoJsra€ y BCTAaHOBJIEHI
ocobnmuBocTel popMyBaHHs cucTeM poscerneHHs Kapnarcekux obnacteid Ykpainu B
Cy4yaCHUX YMOBaxX Ta BKa3aHO Ha OCHOBHI TEHJEHIIi y TpaHc]opmallsx CUCTEM
po3ceseHHsI 00JaCHOTrO PIBHA. Y JOCHIIKEHHI PO3KPUTO OCOOIUBOCTI BIUIMBY
YUHHUKIB (POPMYBaHHS CYy4aCHOI MOCEIEHCHKOI MEPEXKI Ta CUCTEM PO3CEJIEHHS Ha
P1BHI HOBOCTBOPEHUX aJMIHICTPATUBHUX PANOHIB 13 BUIUICHHSIM THUIIIB IOCEJICHb
perioHy 3a  TomorpagiyHUMH, IUIaHYBaJbHUMH Ta  PETPOCICKTUBHUMU
OCOOJIMBOCTSIMH, MPOBEACHO THUII3AIII0 JeMoreorpapiyHuX MPoLECiB perioHy Ha
piBHI HOBHMX aJIMIHICTPAaTUBHHMX pailloHIiB. BusBieHo aucnponopuii po3ceseHHs
BChOT'0, MICBKOTO Ta CLILCHKOTO HACEJICHHS HA PiBHI IpoMaj, palioHIB Ta o0nacTeit
Ta JOCIIKEHO BIIMIHHOCTI y Tiepe0iry ypOaHi3aIliiHuX MPOIIECIB, 13 ypaxyBaHHIM
3MIH JI0 MIAXOAY BU3HAYEHHS CTaTyCy MICBKUX TOCeleHb. Po3polieHo nobipky
KapTorpagiyHOro marepiaqy Ta BIANOBITHUX 0a3 JaHUX Ui BHUBUEHHSA Ta
BiJI0OpakeHHs JeMorpadgiyHuX ocoOMMBOCTel TepuTopii B ymoBax 3miH ATY Ta
TpaHchopmalliil CHCTEM pO3CENEHHS.

BuximnuMmu wmarepiamamMu Uit TIPOBEIEHHS JTOCTIPKEHHS  CIIYTYBaJIU:
JiTepaTypHi JKepena, Marepianud Jlep)kaBHOI CIy>KOM CTaTUCTUKU YKpaiHW,
MacrnopTd Tpomaj, Marepiaiu OOJacCHMX BIMCHKOBUX aaMmiHicTparlii, Crparerii
pPO3BUTKY  JOCTII)KyBaHMX  oOnactedd, odimiitni  marepianu  MiHperiony,
KapTorpadiydi mMarepiajiy, reonpocTopoBi Ta KaprorpadiuHi AaH1 BeO-CepBiCiB 13

BinkputuMm komom OpenStreetMap, Google Maps, QGIS, ArcGIS Online.



OCHOBHOIO MPOOJIEMOIO 111 Yac HAMMCaHHs POOOTH 0yl10 OOMEKEHHS Y BUCBITJICHHI
NEePBUHHOT CTATUCTUYHOI 1H(OpMAIll Ta JaHUX IIOAO0 PO3BUTKY rpomaia. OmHak
MOETHAHHS PI3HOMAHITHUX METOIB JOCTIHKCHHS 3a0e3Meunio  BUKOHAHHS
MOCTABJICHUX 3aBAaHb Ta IOCATHEHHS METHU JOCIIIJKEHHS.

Teopemuune 3HauenHs odepicanux pe3yibmamie, TepeAdadae 110
BUKOPUCTAaHA METOAMKAa BUBYCHHA CYCHUIbHO-reorpadiuHux ocoOaMBoOCTEN
dbopMyBaHHS Ta (YHKIIOHYBaHHS cucTeM poscesneHHs Kaprarcekux oOriacteit
VYKpaiHu y Cy4acHHX yMOBax Ta aHaji3y iX TpaHc(popMmaliiHHUX 3MiH MOXe OyTu
BUKOpHCTaHa MPH aHAJOTIYHUX JOCHIKEHHSX B IHIIMX perioHax. A BHUCHOBKH
3po0seH1 y poOOoTi, CTaHyTh OCHOBOIO JJIsl MOJAJIbIIMX BUUIYKYBaHb Ha PI3HUX
PIBHSIX.

IIpakmuune 3HayeHHs 00epIHCAHUX pe3)bmamie TONATaE B TOMY, 110 BOHU
BUKOpHCTaHI1 Ipu po3poo1i Crparerii po3BUTKY YepHiBerbkoi oomacti 10 2027 poky
Ta BpaxoBaHil MpHU peaizallii 3axo/iB 3 ii BUKOHaHHS, AoBiaka Ne01-12/22-324 Bin
16.03.2026 p. Pesynpratu Ta Mmarepiaiu JOCIIIKCHHS BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTHCS B
HAyKOBHUX 3BITax Kadeapu reorpadii YkpaiHu Ta perioHadicTUKU YepHIBELbKOTO
HallloHaJIbHOTO yHiBepcuTeTy iMeHi IOpis denpkoBUYa Ta MiJg 4Yac OCBITHHOTO
IpoLIECY, MPO LIO 3aCBIAUYIOTh BiAMOBIIHO T0BIAKH Nel6/19-866-26 Bin 25.02.2026
p. Ta Nel6/19-869-26 Bixg 25.02.2026 p. TeopeTuyHi MOJOXKEHHS 1 Pe3yiabTaTh
BUKOPUCTOBYIOThCSI y TMpolleci BHKIaJaHHS B KaprnarchkoMy HalllOHaJIbHOMY
yHiBepcuteTi iMeH1 Bacuns Credanuka, npo 1mo BkazaHo y goBiaui Ne2026-01-
26/25/495 Bin 4.03.2026 p.

Y mepumiomy posmini  «TeopeTHKo-MeTOauYHE MIATPYHTS CYCIHLUIBHO-
reorpaiuyHOrO0 BUBYEHHSI PETIOHAIBHUX CHUCTEM PO3CEJEHHS» OyJI0 PO3KPUTO
OCOOJIMBOCTI  CyCHUTbHO-TeorpaiyHOTO  PO3YMIHHSI  PETIOHANBHUX  CHCTEM
poscenenHs. OnucaHo HaykoBe OadeHHs (haxiBIIIB CYCHUIBHUX reorpadiB 1mozo
BUKOPHUCTAHHS MIAXOJIB Y BUBYEHHI CUCTEM PO3CEJIEHHS PETriOHAIBHOTO PiBHA, Ha
OCHOBI 3MiH y aJIMIHICTPAaTUBHO-TEPUTOPIATILHOMY YCTPOi YKpaiHU 3alIPOTIOHOBAHO
y3rOAUTH TIAXOAM 1O BU3HAYCHHS MEX Ta BH3HAYEHHS CHCTEM DO3CENEeHHS i3

piBasmu  ATY, BIANOBITHO 3aradbHOAEPKABHOTO, MAaKpO-, PETIOHAIBHOTO,



JokanbHOro piBHA. OCTaHHIN y CBOIO Uepry Oyze 00’ € JHyBaTh CUCTEMU PO3CEICHHS
MDKpPaOHHOTO PiBHS, pallOHHI — MEPIIOTO Ta JPYroro PaHriB, KyIIOBI Ta MICIICBI.
VYiCHEHO aBTOPCHKE PO3YMIHHS MOHATTS TpaHCPOpMaIlii CUCTEM PO3CENICHHS Ta iX
dbopmyBanHsa. BkazaHo, mo cepen Tpancdopmaliiii BapTo BUIUIATUA 3MiHY (Hopm
TEPUTOpPIaIbHOI OpraHizarlii, 3MiHy KUTHKOCTI HACEJEHHS Ta KUIHKOCTI MOCEJICHb,
3HUKHEHHS CTapHX YU MOABAa HOBUX (DYHKITIOHAJFHUX 3aB’SA3KIB MIXK TTOCEJICHHSIMHU.
BaxxnuBo 3ayBaxuTH, 110 Cy4YaCHUN PO3BUTOK CHUCTEM PO3CEJICHHS 3aJEKUTh Bij
TPaAHCIIOPTHOT MEepeXki Ta TPAHCIIOPTHOT TOCTYITHOCTI 30KpeMa.

Hpyruit po3nin «UuHHUKK Ta hakTopu GopMyBaHHS CHCTEM PO3CEJICHHS Ha
teputopii Kaprarcekux obOnacreit YkpaiHw» NPUCBAYEHUN BHUBUEHHIO BILIUBY
YUHHUKIB Ta (PaKTOPIB HA IPOLECH 3aCETIEHHS TEPUTOPIi Ta POPMYBaHHS Y PO3BUTKY
CUCTEM po3celieHHs. BusiBneHo, 1Mo mpupoiHi, TPUPOIHO-PECYPCHI Ta ICTOPUYHI
(dakropu Oy/iv BU3HAYAIBHUMU IPU 3aCEJIEHHI TEPUTOPIi, a HaApa3l BOHU BTPATUIIU
CBOI0O pOJIb Tpu (POPMYBaHHI CHUCTEM PO3CEICHHS, Ha KOPUCTh COLIAIBHO-
1H(}pacTpyKTypHOi CKJIa0BOi. JIOCHIDKEHHsSI TOKas3ajio TICHY 3aJeXHICTh 13
TPAHCTIOPTHUMH XapaKTEePUCTUKAMU Ta 13 TIOKa3HUKAMHU XapaKTepU3yIOUNMHU
COLaIbHUM ¥ eKOHOMIYHMM OsIoK. OCKIIBbKHM TpU (POPMYBAHHI CyHYaCHHUX CHCTEM
PO3CEJICHHS] OCHOBHUM pYIIIEM € JIIOAMHA Ta 1i MOTpeOH, TO HaMH BU3HAYEHO
OCHOBHI THIU JieMoreorpadiqHoro npouecy s I0CIiKyBaHux oonacteil. Takox
HaMH 3p00JIeHO BUCHOBOK, LII0 CY4YacHI CUCTEMH PO3CEJICHHS PO3BUBATUMYThCS Ha
OCHOBI  CyCHUIbHO-T€Orpa(iyHOrO PO3BUTKY TOCEIE€Hb (B TEpILy 4Yepry
pPO3TAIIOBAHUX B 30HaX JeMOTpadiyHOTO BIUIMBY OOJIACHMX IIEHTPIB), B KOHTEKCTI
MPUB’SI3KHU 0 TPAHCTIOPTHUX apTepiil mocuiieHo1 1HGPACTPYKTYPHUMHU 3B’ I3KaMU

VY tperbomy po3aui «CycnuibHO-reorpadiuai 0cCoOOIMBOCTI PyHKIIIOHYBAHHS
cucteM posceneHHs Kaprmarcekux oOnactedt YkpaiHw» BHUSBIEHO OCHOBHI
JUCIIPOMOPIIT y JieMorpadiuHUX Ta PO3CENCHCHKUX MOKAa3HHMKAaX, Ta BKa3aHO Ha
0COOJMBOCTI Yy TapaMeTpax po3cesieHHs. Pesynbrartu mokaszanu, mo HoBuit ATY
OUTbIII TApMOHIMHO BIHUCYEThCSI B  TPHUPOIHI  OCOOJMBOCTI  PO3CEICHHS
(MpoCTeXYyIOThCSA PIBHMHHI, TEPEAripCbKl Ta TIPCbKI CMyru po3cesneHHs). He

JTUBJISTYNCH HA TE, IO I PETIOHY JMOCIIKeHHS NMPUTAMaHHUN HU3BKUU PIBEHBb



ypOanizanii (50%) Ha (oH1 3araabHOIEP)KABHOTO 3HAUEHHS PIBHS YpOaHI30BaHOCTI
(69,7%), Mu noBenu BHU3HAYAIBHY pPOJb MICBKUX IOCENIEHb SIK Yy (OpMyBaHHI
nemMorpadiuHoOro MOTeHIialy, TaKk 1 fAep CUCTeM po3ceneHHs. Bkazano Ha
3arajJlbHOOOJIaCHI TEeHJEHIlli PO3BUTKY CyOypOaHi3alliiHUX TMpoIeciB. AHamI3
CTPYKTypH CHCTEM po3ceieHHsS a0 Ta micas pedhopmu ATY, mamo MOXKIUBICT
3aMpPOTIOHYBaTH TEPCIICKTUBHY CTPYKTYpPYy CHUCTEM PO3CEJICHHS 13 BpaxXyBaHHIM
Cy4acHHMX TpaHC(hOpMAIIHHUX TEHCHIIIN.

Yereptuii posnin muceptaiii «IIpobmemMu Ta MEpPCHEKTUBH OMTHMI3aIii
pO3CENIEHHsI Y PErioHi AOCIIIKEHHS» MPUYPOUYEHUN POJIl CUCTEM PO3CEJICHHS B
YIPAaBIIIHHS PO3BUTKOM perioHy. Bkazasiiu, 1110 came HaceleHHs PETiOHY € PYIIieEM
PO3BUTKY CHUCTEM PO3CEJIEHHS, HAMHU ONpalbOBaHO AeMorpadiyHi MOKa3HUKH, 110
OyqyTh BIUIMBaTU Ha (OPMYBaHHS JIeMOTpadiqHOrO MOTEHIlay TEPUTOpii Ta
BUJIUVICHO 4 TUIU aMIHICTPATUBHUX OAMHUIb 3a MOTEHIIAJIOM JeMOTrpadpiyHOTO
pO3BUTKY. [[1s1 KOXXHOI 13 LMX TpyIN 3alpollOHOBAHO OCHOBHI IIUJII, SIKI BapTo
BpPaxOBYBATH MPO yIPABIIIHHI PET1I0HATLHUM PO3BUTKOM. JI0BEI€HO, 110 MOAAIBIINN
PO3BUTOK CHUCTEM PO3CEJICHHSI Ma€ BIJMOBIIATH 3aBAaHHAM [lnaHiB mpocTopoBOro
PO3BUTKY PETIOHIB, paliOHIB Ta TpOMaj, SIKi Y3TOIKYIOThCS 13 LUISAMH CTajoro
po3BUTKY. Ha Hatry mymMKy 3a0e3nedeHHs CTajaoro 1eMorpadiyHoro pO3BUTKY MOXKE
OyTH came 13 ypaxyBaHHSIM PO3CEICHCHKUX Ta JeMOrpadpiyHUX OCOOIMBOCTEM.
3okpema mnpu 3actocyBaHHAM [IC-texHomoriii mnpu ix TUTaHyBaHHI. Takox
3ayBa)KEHO, 110 CyYaCHE pEriOHaJIbHE YIMPaBIIIHHS HEMOXJIMBE 0€3 BUKOPUCTAHHS
['IC-xaprorpadyBanHs, 1Jis 4OTO HEOOX1THE SKICHE T€0/Ie3NYHE 3a0€3MEeUCHHS.

KurouoBi ciaoBa: ypOanizailis, mocejaeHHs, MITpalliiHui pyX HACEJICHHS,
NPUPOTHUNA PyX HACEJICHHS, HACeJIEeHHS Ta HOro Ckjiaj, JeMorpadiyHa CUTYyallis,
aJIMIHICTPaTUBHO-TEPUTOPIATILHUN YCTPiH, CUCTEMa PO3CEJICHHS, PEriOHAIBHHM Ta
MPOCTOPOBUM  PO3BUTOK,  JACIEHTpasizallis, JIUCHPOIOPIli, TpaHCIOPTHA

JTOCTYTHICTb, 1HPpacTpykTypa, [ IC-kapTrorpadyBanHs, reofae3nuHe 3a0e3NeUeHHS.



ANNOTATION

Vladyslav KONDURIAN. Specific Features of the Formation of Settlement
Systems in the Carpathian Regions of Ukraine under Contemporary Conditions. —
Qualifying scientific work submitted as a manuscript.

Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of knowledge
10 - Natural Sciences, specialty 106 — Geography. - Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi
National University, Chernivtsi, 2026

The thesis presents a theoretical synthesis and proposes a new solution to a
theoretical scientific task aimed at the socio-geographical study of the formation and
functioning of settlement systems in the Carpathian regions of Ukraine at the macro,
regional and local levels, taking into account the consequences of administrative-
territorial reform and decentralisation, as a self-organising process centred on the
individual and their life activities.

The dissertation research was carried out in line with the research focus of the
Department of Geography of Ukraine and Regional Studies at Yuriy Fedkovych
Chernivtsi National University. The results of the dissertation were obtained within
the framework of the department’s research project ‘Spatial Planning and
Transformational Processes of Regional Development in the Carpathian-Podillia
Regions of Ukraine’ (2021-2025; No. 0121U100332).

The relevance of this research topic stems from changes in the socio-
geographical and geopolitical life of Ukraine. Concurrent with the reforms of the
administrative-territorial structure and decentralisation, established links between
settlements have begun to break down. This is attributable to a restructuring of
communities and the enlargement of administrative districts. A considerable
proportion of settlements have experienced a loss of functionality, resulting in the
emergence of destructive trends in settlement patterns. Conversely, a number of
community administrative centres have acquired new functions, which will lead to
the formation of new or the strengthening of existing links between settlements. The
study's pertinence lies in its identification of the disparities between the rapid

concentration of the population in the centres of regional systems and the decline of



peripheral communities. Achieving an equilibrium between these factors is
imperative to ensure spatial equity — that is, ensuring equal access for citizens to
social services, healthcare and education, irrespective of natural conditions or
distance from the centre. The development of models for the sustainable functioning
of settlement systems in the context of depopulation and migration pressures is a
prerequisite for the region's socio-economic development. In the context of new
geopolitical realities, the settlement systems of Ukraine's Carpathian regions have
acquired strategic importance as the state's 'humanitarian and logistical rear'. Which
introduces a number of challenges in managing the region's development, as it places
a strain on the infrastructure and the territory as a whole.

The scientific novelty of this thesis lies in identifying the characteristics of the
formation of settlement systems in the Carpathian regions of Ukraine under
contemporary conditions, and in highlighting the main trends in the transformation
of regional-level settlement systems. The study reveals the specific features of the
influence of factors shaping the modern settlement network and settlement systems
at the level of newly established administrative districts. It identifies types of
settlements in the region based on topographical, planning and retrospective
characteristics, and classifies the region's demogeographical processes at the level
of new administrative districts. Disproportions in the settlement patterns of the total,
urban and rural populations at the level of communities, districts and regions have
been identified. Furthermore, differences in the course of urbanisation processes
have been investigated, taking into account changes in the approach to determining
the status of urban settlements. A compendium of cartographic resources and
pertinent databases has been assembled to facilitate the study and depiction of the
demographic characteristics of the territory, with particular reference to the
dynamics of administrative-territorial units and the evolution of settlement systems.

The following materials were used for the study: academic literature, data
from the State Statistics Service of Ukraine, community profiles, materials from
regional military administrations, and the development strategies of the regions

under study; materials from the official websites of the Ministry of Regional



Development; cartographic materials; and geospatial and cartographic data from
open-source web services such as OpenStreetMap, Google Maps, QGIS and ArcGIS
Online. The primary challenge encountered during the composition of this paper was
the limited availability of primary statistical information and data on community
development. However, the combination of various research methods ensured the
fulfilment of the set tasks and the achievement of the research objective.

Theoretically, the results obtained suggest that the methodology used to study
the socio-geographical characteristics of the formation and functioning of settlement
systems in the Carpathian regions of Ukraine under current conditions, and to
analyse their transformational changes, can be applied to similar studies in other
regions. The conclusions drawn in this work will form the basis for further research
at various levels.

The findings' practical significance lies in their utilisation in the development
of the Chernivtsi Region Development Strategy up to 2027, and in their
consideration in the implementation of measures to carry out the Strategy. This is
outlined in Reference No. 01-12/22-324 dated 16 March 2026. The results and
materials of the research are used in scientific reports by the Department of
Geography of Ukraine and Regional Studies at Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National
University and during the educational process, as evidenced by certificates No.
16/19-866-26 dated 25 February 2026 and No. 16/ 19-869-26 dated 25 February
2026. The theoretical principles and results are employed in the teaching process at
Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National University, as evidenced by certificate No.
2026-01-26/25/495 dated 4 March 2026.

The first chapter, entitled 'Theoretical and Methodological Foundations of the
Social-Geographical Study of Regional Settlement Systems', undertakes an
exploration of the distinctive features of the social-geographical understanding of
regional settlement systems. The article expounds upon the scientific standpoint of
social geographers with regard to the utilisation of methodologies in the examination
of regional-level settlement systems. In light of the alterations in Ukraine's

administrative-territorial configuration, it proffers a harmonisation of methodologies



for delineating boundaries and for the identification of settlement systems with the
various levels of the administrative-territorial structure, namely the national, macro-
, regional and local levels. The latter, in turn, will combine inter-district-level
settlement systems, first- and second-tier district systems, cluster systems and local
systems. The author's comprehension of the transformation of settlement systems
and their formation is elucidated. It is important to note that among the
transformations observed, changes in the forms of territorial organisation, changes
in population size and the number of settlements, and the disappearance of old or
emergence of new functional links between settlements, are of particular
significance. It is imperative to acknowledge that the contemporary evolution of
settlement systems is contingent on the transport network and, more specifically,
transport accessibility.

The second chapter, entitled 'Factors Influencing the Formation of Settlement
Systems in the Carpathian Regions of Ukraine', examines the impact of various
factors on the processes of territorial settlement and the development of settlement
systems. It has been determined that natural, natural resource and historical factors
were instrumental in the settlement of the territory. However, these factors have
since become less significant in the formation of settlement systems, with the socio-
infrastructural component assuming a more prominent role. The study revealed a
close correlation with transport characteristics and indicators characterising the
social and economic sectors. The formation of modern settlement systems is
primarily driven by the individual and their needs. Consequently, the main types of
demogeographical processes for the regions under study have been identified. It has
been determined that contemporary settlement systems will evolve in accordance
with the socio-geographical development of settlements, particularly those situated
within the demographic influence zones of regional centres. This evolution is
contingent upon the connectivity of these settlements to transport arteries, which are
to be reinforced by infrastructure links.

The third chapter, entitled 'Socio-geographical characteristics of settlement

patterns in the Carpathian regions of Ukraine', identifies the main disparities in



demographic and settlement indicators and highlights specific features of settlement
patterns. The results demonstrated that the newly established administrative-
territorial unit exhibited a greater degree of congruence with the prevailing natural
settlement patterns, as evidenced by the identifiable delineation of plain, foothill,
and mountain settlement belts. Despite the fact that the study region is characterised
by a low level of urbanisation (50%) compared to the national average (69.7%), it
has been demonstrated that urban settlements play a decisive role in shaping both
demographic potential and the cores of settlement systems. The region-wide trends
in the development of suburbanisation processes have been highlighted. A thorough
analysis of the pre- and post-administrative-territorial-reform structure of settlement
systems has enabled the formulation of a forward-looking structure for said systems,
with consideration for contemporary transformational trends.

The fourth chapter of the thesis, entitled 'Problems and Prospects for
Optimising Settlement Patterns in the Study Region', focuses on the role of
settlement systems in managing regional development. It has been established that
the region's population is the driving force behind the development of settlement
systems. The demographic indicators that will influence the formation of the
territory's demographic potential have therefore been analysed, and four types of
administrative units have been identified based on their demographic development
potential. For each of these groups, key objectives have been proposed that should
be taken into account in the management of regional development. It has been
demonstrated that the further development of settlement systems must be aligned
with the objectives of the Spatial Development Plans for regions, districts and
communities. These objectives are consistent with sustainable development goals.
In this study, it is argued that sustainable demographic development can be achieved
precisely by taking into account settlement and demographic characteristics. In
particular, the application of Geographic Information System (GIS) technologies has
been identified as a key element in their planning strategy. It is also noted that
contemporary regional management is unfeasible without the utilisation of GIS

mapping, for which high-quality geodetic support is imperative.



Keywords: urbanization, settlement, population migration, natural population
movement, population and its composition, demographic situation, administrative-
territorial structure, settlement system, regional and spatial development,
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